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out compulsion, which he was, upon refusal, prepared to
enft rce.

An officer was sent, who found sixteen hundred men,
with a train of twenty-seven cannon, four mortars, and
two hundred bombs. The fleet consisted of five frigates,
from twenty to thirty guns, which were now stationed
opposite to .the block-house.

He then sent them a formal memorial, in which he main-
tained his master's right to the whole Magellanick region,
and exhorted the English to retire quietly from the settle-
ment, which they could neither justify by right, nor main-
tain by power.

He offered them the liberty of carrying away whatever
they were desirous to remove, and promised his receipt
for what should be left, that no loss might be suffered by
them.

His propositions were expressed in terms of great civi-
lity ; but he concludes with demanding an answer in fifteen
minutes.

Having, while he was writing, received the letters of
warning, written the day before by the English captains,
he told them, that he thought himself able to prove the
king of Spain's title to all those countries, but that this
was no time for verbal altercations. He persisted ia his
determination, and allowed only fifteen minutes for an an-
swer.

To this it was replied, by captain Farmer, that though
there had been prescribed yet a shorter time, he should
still resolutely defend his charge; that this, whether me-
nace or force, would be considered as an insult on the
British flag, and that satisfaction would certainly be re-
quired.

On the next day, June 10, Madariaga landed his forces,
arid it may be easily imagined, that he had no bloody con-
quest. The English had only a wooden block-house, built
at Woolwich, and carried in pieces to the island, with a
small battery of cannon. To contend with obstinacy had
been only to lavish life without use or hope, After the